
 
 

Monday, March 15, 2004 
 
 
 Indicates new information 
 
 
 
Superintendent 
 
 Colin’s schedule:   
 Monday, March 15  – In the Park 
 Tuesday, March 16  – In the Park; Squad mtg @ 8:30 am 
 Wed., March 17   – In the Park; Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
  
   
 

Safety Notes -- 
    
    Your contributions are greatly appreciated for the SandDollar and 
the safety bulletin board.  Please send safety contributions to Pat.   

Let's continue to encourage each other to be safe. 
Make it a safe day. 

 
Administration  
 
PAIS-E-3, Secretary, opens March 8, closes March 25, Open to 
federal employees with status.  Announcement will be on the HQ 
bulletin board and on USAJOBS. 
 
Chon will run out of leave/donated leave in pay period 8 which starts 
March 21.  If anyone would like to donate leave, please submit the 



form to Jeanie.  If you cannot locate a form, there will be some 
available in Jeanie's office.   
 
Job Opening:  Park Ranger, Interpreter, GS-025/4 – This position will 
be filled using the Student Temporary Employment Program.  If you 
know anyone interested in applying for this position, they must be 
currently enrolled as a half-time student.  Detailed resume and copy 
of college transcript may be faxed or e-mailed to Buzz at the Visitor 
Center.  Contact Buzz for additional information.  
 
Job Opening:  Visitor Use Assistant (fee collector) GS-303-4 - - 
This position will be filled using the Student Temporary Employment 
Program.  If you know anyone interested in applying for this position, 
they must be currently enrolled as a half-time student.  Applications 
must be received by March 18.  Please contact Jeanie for additional 
information. 
 
TEL Courses 
Description of courses can be found at www.telnps.net 
 
Mar 22   Retirement Planning for new employees 
Mar 24       Position descriptions - what every supervisor should know 
Mar 24   Managing Performance 
Mar 25 Managing worker's compensation 
   (2 classes 8-11a.m. or 12-3) 
 
Apr 1   Communication:  The Key to Performance Management 
Apr 1   From Hugger to Harasser:  The True Story behind Sexual 

Harassment 
Apr 19 Retirement Planning for New Employees 
Apr 20 IDP Module 210 - Prepare and Present an effective   
  conducted Activity 
Apr 26   NPS Recreation & Preservation Programs 
 
The trailer will be used for TEL training on Mar 22, Mar 24, Mar 
25, and Apr 1. 
 
Facility Management  
 

http://www.telnps.net


Jim Kobus was hospitalized last week and underwent surgery on 
Thursday.  The surgery went well.  He is in ICU and is expected to 
remain in Doctors' Regional Medical Center for 7-10 days. 
 
The Campground Hosts Annual Sauerkraut Luncheon will be held on 
Thursday, March 18, 2004, at 12:00 p.m. in the Maintenance 
Lunchroom.  Donations will be accepted with all proceeds going to 
Chon. 
 
The menu will consist of sauerkraut with pork, mashed potatoes, 
applesauce and dumplings.  We need a list of how many will be 
attending to know how many meals to prepare.  Sign up sheets will 
be at the Visitor Center, Headquarters, Maintenance building, and the 
Entrance Station.   
 
If you've never had sauerkraut, now is the time to try it.  IT'S GREAT!! 
 
Interpretation 
 

 Update on Mike Smith:  Mike has been released from the hospital 
and is home at the RV park in Flour Bluff.  He and Elaine stopped in 
at the VC Friday and it was good to see him up and around. 
 
Protection 
 
Patrick Gagon has been selected for a Park Ranger position here at PAIS.  
Patrick is currently a permanent ranger at Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial in St. Louis and has also worked at Badlands National Park and 
Minute Man National Historical Park.  Patrick enjoys sports, running, 
working with youth, coaching baseball, and a host of other outdoor 
activities.  Patrick's EOD date will be in August after he completes FLETC 
and the new 12 week Field Officer Training program.  Welcome Patrick! 
 
Tom Crowson will be acting Chief Ranger during my absence from March 
9-22.      Randy L. 
 
As of Friday, March 5th, Yarborough Pass is open.  It will remain open 
unless conditions necessitate its closing. 
 



 
Resources Management 
 

 Darrell is on A/L from 3/15-19.  Arlene is acting in his absence. 
 
Update on “Emma” – The dolphin that we rescued last summer:   
 
From Tammy Renaud, Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Network: 
Emma continues to do well.  She has been moved to the new Sofpool 
in the Aquacell and seems to be enjoying the larger space.  She has 
plenty of rub ropes (her favorite) and her little mullet friends to keep 
her occupied.   
  
We are still considering long term plans for Emma, but none have 
been set at this time.  We are still concerned about her lack of weight 
gain and her very finicky feeding habits.  We have consulted experts 
at SeaWorld regarding her present condition.  In response to their 
suggestions, Dr. Henderson has prescribed an appetite stimulant to 
increase her appetite.  We have also been looking at her best feeding 
times, as she definitely has certain times of the day that she eats 
more consistently than others.  This last weekend, we adjusted her 
feeding schedule to accommodate her preferences.  The trend has 
been that she eats very well earlier in the day, tapering off into the 
evening.  We have started her feeds earlier in the morning and have 
adjusted her food amounts to this trend.  Our goal is to find Emma’s 
feeding schedule, as she has been very stubborn about adjusting to 
ours…but hey, we all have different feeding habits, right?? 
  
Emma has been taken off antibiotics.  Although we are still concerned 
about her condition, we needed to take her off the antibiotics to see 
how well she will do.  Blood was drawn on Sunday and Dr. 
Henderson will be looking at those values carefully, as well as taking 
cultures from her blowhole.  We are carefully monitoring her lungs.  
Plans are in the making for more chest radiographs and ultrasound.  
We will keep you posted on any results. 
  
We do ask volunteers sitting on shift with Emma to carefully monitor 
any changes that may be seen in her behavior.  Anything out of the 
ordinary should be carefully detailed in the behavior logs.   



  
Thanks, and Emma says thanks for all of the fish! 
 
Tammy Renaud, MA, OTR 
State Operations Coordinator 
Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Network 
 
 
Projects: 

• Katie will be sampling the washover basin at the 46-MM on 
Wednesday, March 17.  This project will be twice a month through 
out the year.  Anyone interested in helping, please contact Katie. 

 
• The mist-netting for neotropical migrants is starting soon.  Anyone 

interested in assisting with banding and observing birds, please 
contact Darrell or Katie. 

 
 
Division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery 
 
Training of volunteers that will participate in our turtle patrols will be 
held on March 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, and 20.  We have filled all of the 
volunteer vacancies with the program. 
 
On Monday March 15, Donna and Cynthia will hold and lead a 
training session for staff, interns, and volunteers that will patrol for 
nesting sea turtles on Boca Chica Beach and South Padre Island this 
year.  These patrols will be administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the training will be held at the Santa Ana National 
Wildlife Refuge from 9 am until about 3 pm.  We will provide the 
patrollers with information on how to detect, document, and protect 
nesting sea turtles, stranded sea turtles, and sea turtle nests.       
 
Please welcome Shara Kilarski and Jennifer Shelby back to the NPS 
staff here!  They both started their seasonal appointments with the 
Division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery a few days early so that 
they could aid with season preparations.  We look forward to the 
arrival of the other seasonal technicians (Melanie Briggs, Craig 
Cowan, Luis Diaz, Jenniemae Febus, Dale Kohlmetz, Hollis 
McKinney, Lisa Marie Presley, Leah Shafer, and Alyson Trotter) on 
March 22. 



 
Biological technicians working with the turtle project will begin 
working on March 22.  From March 22-April 2, we will hold training 
and orientation sessions, and work on completing preparations for the 
upcoming turtle season.  Thank you to all of those people that are 
helping with these activities. 
 
 
                                             ### 


